Life at the Turn of the Century – 1900

Key Terms:
· Louis Sullivan – early leaders of architecture
· Daniel Burnham – Chicago architect
· Fredrick Olmstead – developer of Central Park
· Orville and Wilbur Wright – brothers who flew the first airplane 
· George Eastman – inventor of the camera

Section 1: Science and Urban Life
     
     By 1900s, millions of Americans had settle in the nation’s cities. This caused many issues such as overcrowding, unsanitary conditions, and lack of housing, transportation, and clean water. Technological advances began to remedy some of these problems and meet the nation’s need for communication, transportation, and space. 
     Two factors allowed architects to design taller buildings to save space: steel frames and the elevator.  Louis Sullivan was an early designer of skyscrapers. He designed the 10 story Wainwright building in St. Louis in 1890. Daniel Burnham designed the Flatiron Building in New York, named for its “flatiron” shape.  Skyscrapers eased some overcrowding and house shortages and allowed cities to grow vertically, or expand upward. New streetcar lines and mass transportation helped them grow horizontally.
     In 1888, Richmond, Virginia became the first American city to use electric-powered streetcars.  People could now live in one part of a city and work in another. Soon transit lines linked cities and suburbs into larger areas. To avoid congestion on the streets, some cities built elevated train lines. Steel bridges joined sections of cities across rivers. Mass transportation did have an unintended impact as wealthier individuals could now live outside the congested downtown areas leaving behind the poor. This demonstrated the growing gap between the “haves and have-nots” created by the industrial era. 
     Urban planners made cities more livable by designing parks and recreational areas. One
of the most extensive was Central Park in New York City designed by Frederick Olmstead. Both Boston and Chicago grew by following carefully laid-out plans. In Chicago, Daniel Burnham designed a swampy area in Chicago into elegant parks and sandy beaches.
     Technology also improved communications. 
As the number of people who could read quickly increased, publishers printed more and more books, magazines, and newspapers. Mill produced huge amounts of cheap paper made out of wood pulp and a new printing press made printing faster and cheaper. Orville and Wilbur Wright of Dayton, Ohio built the first airplane. The government quickly adopted the new technology to transport mail across the continent.
     Another invention made pictures, rather than words, more accessible. With George Eastman’s Kodak camera, millions of Americans were able to take pictures as a hobby. Journalists used cameras to capture news as it happened and photojournalism was born. 

1. Who was responsible for planning urban parks, Forrest and Central Parks?
a. Louis Sullivan
b. Daniel Burnham
c. Frederick Olmstead
d. George Eastman

2. The first skyscraper was designed by?
a. Marshall Field
b. Louis Sullivan
c. George Eastman
d. Frederick Olmstead

3. To ease the issue of overcrowding in cities
a. Mass transportation was used to move people out
b. Architects expanded cities upward creating more living space
c. Cities limited immigration 
d. Cities deported unwanted citizens 

4. What two innovations led to the construction of the skyscraper?
a. steam radiators with circulation
b. shatterproof glass panes and automatic sprinklers 
c. reinforced concrete pillars and the telephone 
d. weight-bearing steel beams and the invention of the elevator to provide transport to the upper floors

Section 2: Education and Culture

     During the late 1800’s, reformers aimed to improve public education. At the time, not all children attended school, and most of those who did left after four years. In the latter decades of the 1800s, many states passed laws requiring children from 8 to 14 to attend school for anywhere from 12 to 16 weeks every year. Teachers did not always emphasize academic subjects, however, and relied on rote memorization and physical punishment. African-American children—especially those in the South—suffered from a lack of schooling.
     By the turn of the century, the number of schools greatly increased. Kindergartens grew from 200 in 1880 to 3,000 in 1900. High schools saw an even greater increase from 800 to 5,500 in the same time fame.  The high-school curriculum also expanded. The new industrial economy required workers to have more skills and knowledge. Schools started to include courses preparing students for industrial and office jobs such as science, technology, civics, home economics, history, and literature. 
     The growth in public education mainly affected the nations white population. African Americans were still segregated in most of the country and not allowed to attend school with white children. The government also spent far less on providing funds to educate them. In 1880 only 34% of African American children attended elementary school and even far few attended high school. 
    While African Americans were blocked from attending school, the children of immigrants were encouraged to attend. Some immigrants hoped the schools would “Americanize” their children. Many adult immigrants attended school at night to prepare to become American citizens and to learn English. Some employers offered classes in an attempt to assimilate their workers. 
     Just over two percent of young people attended college in 1900. Most where white and came from wealthy or middle-class homes. College prepared well-to-do young men for success as businessmen.
    Still the last two decades of the 1800s saw a tremendous growth in the number of colleges. From 1880 to 1900 the number of students enrolled in college quadrupled. The curriculum changed, too, previously colleges taught only classical subjects like Greek and Latin. Now universities began to pursue research in science and technology and formed professional schools in law and medicine. Courses began to include modern languages, sociology, psychology, and physical science. Some colleges began to require entrances exams and almost all required a high school diploma. 
     African Americans also sought higher education, however; due to discrimination and lack of funding there were very few colleges available to them. Howard, Atlanta, and Fisk Universities were established to offer higher education for African Americans but could not serve the needs of the entire community. 
     At the dawn of the 20th century, millions were getting an education, although racial
discrimination remained a thorn in the flesh of American society.

1. In what ways did public education change at the turn of the century? List at least TWO._
_________________________________

_________________________________

2. Why did African Americans not experience the same increase in education during this period of time?

__________________________________

            __________________________________

3. Why were immigrant children encouraged to receive an education? 
            
             _________________________________

             _________________________________















Section 3: Segregation and Discrimination

     Two of the most prominent activists for the rights of African Americans were Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois. Both argued that education was the key to African American equality; however, they had differing ideas and what form that education should take. Washington believed African Americans should focus on gaining economic power by learning a trade or skill that would be found valuable to society. Booker T. Washington argued that blacks should not insist on full equality—which whites, he felt, would resist—but work for economic security. To promote his idea, he founded the Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute. Du Bois, the first black man to receive a doctorate from Harvard, founded the Niagara Movement which insisted that African Americans should receive immediate equality and should seek a liberal arts education to prove their sophistication and intellectual abilities. 

     By 1900, southern states had implemented laws and policies that disenfranchised African Americans, or restricted their right to vote, weakening their political power. One law required voters to take a Literacy test, proving they could read. Another forced voters to pay a Poll tax, a fee to vote. However, these laws also kept some white citizens from voting. To fix this issue, the Grandfather Clause was passed which stated that if they, their fathers, or their grandfathers could vote before January 1, 1867 (the first day African Americans were allowed to vote) then they could vote without paying the fee or passing the literacy test. All these laws were passed specifically to take away blacks’ right to vote. The Supreme Court allowed these laws to remain standing.
     The southern states also passed Jim Crow laws that segregated whites and blacks into separate facilities in every aspect of public life from restaurants to churches. When Homer Plessy was denied a seat on a railroad car, he sued, but the Supreme Court  in Plessy vs Ferguson ruled that “separate but equal” facilities were legal.
     Racial etiquette—customs—restricted the rights of African Americans even when laws did not. This determined how white and black people were supposed to treat one another. Breaking these customs could be deadly. Ida Wells crusaded nationwide to end lynching—killing people, often by hanging, without trial.
    African Americans in the North faced discrimination as well. As more African Americans moved north competing for jobs and housing, racial based violence increased.
     Mexican Americans, especially in the Southwest, faced similar discrimination. The railroads hired them to build new lines but paid little. Landowners forced workers to work to repay debts, a system called debt peonage that could be impossible to escape. The Supreme Court ruled against this forced servitude in 1911.
     The Chinese population in the West grew until 1880. Due to racial discrimination and white workers feeling threatened by competition from Chinese workers, Congress passed the Chinese Exclusion Act. It prohibited further immigration from China. The Gentleman’s Agreement, an agreement between Japan and the U.S., further limited immigration from Asian countries.  

1. What tactics were used to disenfranchise African American voters in the south? 

________________________________________


2. Believed in immediate equality for African Americans and encouraged college degrees in the liberal arts. 
a. Booker T. Washington
b. Ida B. Wells
c. W.E.B. Du Bois
d. Holmer Plessy

3. Supreme Court decision that set the ‘separate but equal’ precedent. 
a. Munn vs Illinois
b. Plessy vs. Ferguson
c. Schenk vs U.S.
d. Brown vs. Board of Education

4. Believed in African Americans earning equality over time as they pursue trade skills and contribute to the economy.
a. Booker T. Washington
b. Ida B. Wells
c. W.E.B. Du Bois
d. Holmer Plessy



Section 4: The Dawn of Mass Culture

     Though most laborers and agricultural workers worked long hours for low pay, the overall quality of life did improve during the industrial era. Mechanization led to shorter work weeks which meant more leisure time. With more free time and a little extra money, Americans looked for new and exciting leisure activities. Many city dwellers enjoyed trips to amusement parks where the Ferris wheel and roller coaster thrilled people. Cycling and tennis became popular sports as well. Those who did not wish to exercise watched professionals play sports. Boxing and baseball became two popular spectator sports.
     The rise in literacy contributed to an expanded need for reading materials. Americans were entertained by the new newspapers. To increase sales, publishers often presented the news in sensational style, known as Yellow Journalism. William Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer were famous for their sensational headlines that tended to stray from truthful journalism. While serious novelists addressed concerns of contemporary society, many readers enjoyed the more popular dime store novels. Mark Twain, the pen name for American humorist and novelist Samuel Langhorne Clemens, wrote realistic portrayals of American life. His book The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn became a classic.
    Other advances fostered mass entertainment, including new media technology, such as motion pictures, and improved mass-production printing techniques. Art galleries, libraries, books, and museums brought new cultural opportunities to more people. By 1900, at least one art gallery graced every large American city. American artists like Thomas Eakins used realism to portray life as it was really lived. He was the leader of the Ashcan School which painted urban life and people with gritty realism and no frills.
    Another change was in the sale of goods. Cities developed shopping areas that concentrated many retail establishments in certain areas.  Woolworths created the first five and dime stores. Huge department stores arose that offered consumers a wide range of goods to purchase. Marshal Field was the first department store in America. National chains developed as some retailers created stores in many sites, offering goods at lower prices. To persuade consumers to buy these goods, retailers and manufacturers spent large amounts of money
on advertising.
     To reach rural consumers, companies such as Montgomery Ward and Sears sold their goods through catalogs. The U.S. Postal Service increased mail order business by starting a rural free delivery (RDF) system in 1896. All of these new developments helped in creating a standardized American culture as citizens across the country had access to the same things from reading material and news to clothing and food. 

1. He competed with Joseph Pulitzer and published sensational stories in his newspaper.
a. Ida. B Wells
b. William Randolph Hearst
c. Mark Twain
d. George Eastman

2. The U.S. Postal service introduced a new system to boost the mail-order business called?
a. USD Delivery
b. Fed Ex Delivery
c. UPS Delivery
d. RFD Delivery

3. Exaggerated news reports of events is known as ________________________.
a. Treaty of Paris Journalism
b. Critic Journalism
c. Yellow Journalism
d. Investigative Journalism 

4. What was one result on American society due to the expanded access to news, sports, and consumer goods?
 __________________________________________
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A. Write the appropriate term on the line. 

___________ 1. fought to end lynching                                                                            Wright Brothers                                                       ___________ 2. introduced first mass-produced camera                                                  W. E. B. Du Bois                                                            
___________ 3. American novelist and humorist                                                             Joseph Pulitzer                                                           
___________ 4. originated planned urban parks                                                               Louis Sullivan                                                               ___________ 5 developed first airplane                                                                           George Eastman                                                        ___________ 6. designed nation’s first skyscraper                                                           Frederick Law Olmsted                                            ___________ 7. demanded immediate equality for African Americans                           Mark Twain                                                                 ___________ 8. pioneered several newspaper innovations                                              Ida B. Wells                                                             

B. Completion Select the term or name that best completes the sentence. 

Niagara Movement                   poll tax                 William Randolph Hearst            Daniel Burnham 
Grandfather clause                   Skyscraper            Plessy vs Ferguson                      rural free delivery 
Booker T. Washington             Jim Crow              Joseph Pulitzer                             Ashcan School
Leisure activities                      debt peonage         Mark Twain                                Ida B. Wells  

1. ___________ encouraged African Americans to fight racism by proving their economic value to society. 
2. The ____________ was an effort to encourage African Americans to seek a liberal arts education in order to provide the African American community with well-educated leaders.
3. The _______________, or an annual tax that had to be paid in order to vote, was an effort to discourage African Americans from voting.
[bookmark: _GoBack] 4. _________________ and ______________ were newspapers editors who sought to lure readers with exaggerated stories.
 5. Introduced by the Post Office in 1896, the ______________ system brought packages directly to every home.
6. ______________________ were added to the constitutions of several Southern states to allow white people who could not pass a literacy test or pay a poll tax to vote anyway. 
7. _____________________ flourished in the late 19th and early 20th centuries as Americans had more money and time to spare. 
8. The elevator and steel supports helped to make the ____________________ possible. 
